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March 16, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
AUTHORITIES ISSUE FINDINGS ON LIME PIT INCIDENT
CHARLESTON -- Charleston and Eastern Illinois University
police have found no evidence of foul play and/or fraternity
hazing following a lime pit incident that injured EIU sophomore
Greg McCoy of Lovington.
Charleston police found McCoy on Sunday, March 6 lying near
a powdered lime pit at a welding supply company, located northwest of the Charleston square. He remained in critical condition
Tuesday at a Springfield hospital after suffering third-degree
chemical burns to more than half of his body.
"Based on a March 10 interview with McCoy and interviews
with approximately 30 others, there is no evidence of foul play
andfor hazing at this time," said Charleston Police Chief Herb
Steidinger.
Charleston and EIU investigators said McCoy told them he
remembers being in an uptown bar on the evening of Saturday,
March 5, and then struggling to get out of the pit, lying down on
a nearby railroad track and being found by a Charleston police
officer.
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When interviewed by Charleston and EIU police, Steidinger
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said McCoy commented, "I don't know how I got into the lime pit
and don't recall anyone else being there." He also said, "This
was not a hazing incident. I have never been hazed."
EIU Police Chief Tom Larson said two witnesses reportedly
last saw McCoy on Saturday evening leaving the Uptowner bar
around 11:30 p.m. He was found at approximately 6:45 a.m. the
next day.
Charleston and EIU police will continue investigating the
case. They ask anyone with further information on McCoy's whereabouts or activities from 11:30 p.m. Saturday, March 5 to 6:45
a.m. Sunday, March 6 to call Charleston police at 345-4014 or EIU
police at 581-3213.
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